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carried on  in Asia  Minor,  were  almost  wholly transferred  to
Greece.
As a result of the annexations after the Balkan and European
wars, and of the exchange of subjects, Greece has now an area of
nearly 50,000 square miles, and a population estimated at 6,000,000.
But its topography is so irregular that a division into natural regions
would involve unnecessary detail, and it will suffice here to note
some of the more important areas which Me within the country.
To the west of the Pindiis, where there is a heavy rainfall, the
distribution of crops Is determined by the nature of the soil; and
the limestone ranges are devoted to pastoral pursuits, while the
intervening sandstone belts and the plains which border the rivers
grow cereals, vines, tobacco, and fruit.    The olive and the lemon
are cultivated on the coast where the winters are mild.    In the
Pindus itself there is little fertile soil, and the land is mainly used
for grazing purposes, large numbers of sheep which have wintered
in Thessaly, Aetolia, and Boeotia being fed on the highlands during
the summer months.    But with the extension of cultivation these
winter pastures are decreasing* and nomadic shepherds are being
replaced by stock breeders who raise forage on their own land.1
To the east of the main range Me the plains of Thessaly, which con-
,stitute the most important agricultural area within the country,
and would be even more important were a better system of agri-
cultural economy practised.   The principal crops include wheat,
barley, and maize.   Tobacco and cotton are also cultivated, and
where the climate is favourable various fruits are grown.   In the
river valleys and on the coastal plains farther to the south, where
one of the most fertile districts is the drained basin of Lake Copais,
the products are somewhat similar.    Along the northern shores of
the Aegean, in the recently Acquired territories, agriculture is in
the main confined to the lowlands.   Tobacco is the chief com-
mercial crop, and is cultivated round Drama and Kavalla, Xanthe,
and Gumuljina.    Cotton is also grown in Macedonia and the silk-
worm reared.   In the Peloponnesus all the characteristic Mediter-
ranean fruits are found.   The most productive districts are the
- alluvial plains, but even within the limestone hills there are many
patches of carefully cultivated soil.   On the north and west coasts
is grown the stpneless grape which yields the currant of commerce,
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